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A CANDID INQUIRY, &c. 

IN order to ascertain the real state of a nation, with 
respect to its internal safety, one of our first 
inquiries will be into the state of the press ; and the 
next into the state of religion. In a former pub- 
lication I have exposed the connexion of the conspi- 
rators against social order with the press : In the 
present it is my design to examine as closely what 
tise they are, at this mom£nt, making of religion^ 
for it seems they are aware of an egregious blunder 
they were guilty of at the outset of their scheme ; 
and are endeavouring to retrieve their affairs by a 
change of men and measures. Common sense might 
teach almost every man, who has lived under a pure 
dispensation of Christianity, that there can be no 
government so stable as that which is supported by 
religion. Priestley so far acknowledged this obvi- 
ous truth, as to improve upon the French system, 
by admitting Socinianism into his plan ; but in So- 
cianism there is nothing solid for the mind to rest 
upon : it is an apology to enable us to indulge our 
passions with ease^ and satisfy our consciences^ upon 
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ivhich no one b^ut a fool (I use the term in the 
Scnptufe sense) can possibly rely!* ' There is no- 
thing in Socianism sufficiently specious to deceive 
any great number of men possessing the sterling 
sense of enlightened Englishmen. There were 
therefore, at that time, men of deeper thought who 
foretold the speedy failure of his enterprize, and who, 
from the very first, h^ye been playing a slower but 
much su^er game. They know that religion may 
hot only be made a mask for. the most atrocious vil- 
larly, but that it may be made a bond of union, a 
stay to timidity, and a spur to vigilance. The first 
thing necessary, to bring this^ formidable engine into 
play, on the side of the conspiracy, was to raise a 
^eqeral odium againstthe Clergy ^ind the established 
forms of worship. The methods taken to do this 
figainst thcj Clergy, were to insinuate the idea, that 
every man who preaches with notes is an uncon- 
verted man, and of consequence preaches not by 
the direction of the spirit of God: and that if a 
Minister is not called by the spirit of God to preach, 
he is a robber of God's heritage, arid a murderer of 
i^ouls : a pest to society, whom no man of consci- 
ence ought to attend in his ministerial capacity, or 

♦ Pdor I— bb— was, after all his philoTophic parade, a la- 
tnentahlc instance of the infufficiency of Socinian principles to 
Tiipport a fensible man at the hour of death : Inftead of looking 
to his God vvith the fiinmefs of a Chriftian, he threw himftif 
i&own upon the Tola) and in the xnoft UMluichoIy maimer ca^ 
thi^cd, « Sdl it 0V«f»** 
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«v^o t6 fthew him cdtnmon civility as a mfcmfc^rtff 
the social compact. Httice it had b^en veiy tAU<?)i 
the'ftBhion lately amongst the DiMenterd, YKitfcVen 
to move their hats to a Clergyman of th^ lEfclab-* 
Kebment.* 

*'* Let us look,*'§ ,says orte of the most respectably 

* When the fever of Democracy, ran Very high amoMgf ttiv 
Diffenters, a Clergyman of the Writer's intijnate acquaintance, 
was told by one of them, with great impertinence, that he muflr 
ibon be " dripped of his Bishop's goWn." This interview took 
place in the public ftreet, as the Clergyman was going pd&ceably 
to adminlfter in his facred function* 

§ Pawfon's Semiona, page 324. Surely more abandoned falfei* 
hoods were never told by a man pretending to be infpired, than 
ai'c to be met with in this gentlemen's facred pages. Btit where 
is the coniiitency among the .Methodifts ? The venerable Mr» 
Pawfon wifhtfs to overturn the Church, and charitably fends th» 
Clergy, without exception, to the Devil. But the no left 
venerable Mr. Wtiley fays, fpeaking of the Church of England, 
O pray for the peace of. Jeruialem, they fliall profper thatloVe 
thee. Hampfon's Life of Wefley. And Mr. Alexander coniidera 
Mcthodifm defehflble only as an auxiliafy to the Church. The 
Writer has obfcrvcd a great dealof thts incoiififtcncyj with th&ir 
principles^ amongft certain defcriptions of people, which lea^ 
him to fufpect that they have either no fettled principles or no 
eonAftency. ^ 

The Democrats were tlilanimoufly the Friends of fke People f 
but as foon as a golden image was fet up in the plains ef 
Dura, in the province of Babylon^ who fo forward to prtss into 
the new machmery, ahd grifid the faCes of the poot ? Have no 
lives been loft to tike caoiiniutiity upotl thi« melancholy decafion ? 
The moft dreadful Sacrifice mentioned in hiftory is. that, when 
men offered their fons and daughters unto Devils; and perhaps 
the next to it, is that, wljere the comfort of fo ttiany of our fellow 
creatures m i^nficed to Mammon. This M^e ba^ desitly d hi^ 
aUuiion. Editor* 
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amongst the Methodist Teachers, in a recent pub- 
lication, ^' for religion amongst our teachers and 
*' spiritual guides, but alas I how like the Jewish 
*^ priests are these I from the least even to the 
*' greatest, are they not every one given toco vetous- 
'* ness ? and from the prophet even to the priest^ 
'^ every one dealeth falsely. These words are lite- 
^' rally and strictly true. I« there any set of men 
*' whatever more given to covetousness, than our 
priests in general are ? Surely no. Are they 
not in general deeply athirst for preferment, for 
the most valuable livings, and for as many of 
them as they can possibly get ? Da they not 
make all the interest with great men, and lake 
every method, and use every means they can 
think of, for this end ? Do they not take every 
advantage that lays in their power, and very of- 
ten are guilty of the greatest oppression, to in- 
** crease their revenue. Regardless . of the people 
*' committed to their charge, they are only con- 
cerned how they may add one church living to 
another, and by that means rise in the world and 
aggrandize themselves and their families. Being 
entire strangers to the Gospel of Christ, and to 
the nature of true religion ; destitute of divine 
grace, and of every ministerial qualification ; 
** having neither the gift of prayer nor preaching ; 
*' and indeed, at present, there is no need of either, 
*{ as all the prayers which they want are already 
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*' made to their bandsj and they may |>UTch^90 
^* sermons in abundance for money; so thattht 
*^ dumb dog, who cannot bark himself, may thui 
*' use another's tongue ; and, as the prophet speal^ 
'^ hi may lay down and slumber and sleepy till the 
'^ sound of the bells awake and call him to church; 
*^ and although, like the Psalmist, he has not hid 
^^ the word of the Lord in his heart, yet he has 
♦* got it in his pocket, and that will do just as well 
*' for him. A poor blind leader of the blind ; he 
** stumbles on in the dark paths of error, and i« 
'** the crooked ways, of sin. Deceived himself, ht 
•^ tries to deceive all who hear him : till, without: 
*' a miracle of mercy, both he and they fall, head- 
** long into the pit of eternal destruction. These> 
" of all the dangerous men upon earth, are tp. be 
** avoided. Highway-men and murderers are in- 
nocent in a comparison of them ; they rob man- 
* kind of the imsearchable riches of Christ, yea, of 
** present and eternal salvation : these wretched 
** men murder the souls of their hearers, and plunge. 
*^ them into everlasting burnings. Well might our 
blessed Lord bid us beware of these false pro- 
phets ; and his faithful servant exhorts us toturft 
aw;ay from those men who deny the. power of 
godliness. No wonder that such enemies of God 
and man were expressly commanded to be stoned 
to death under the Mosaical dispensation, as it 
is written, (Dcut. 13 cb. 5 v.) and that prophat 
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** shall be put to death, feci ^ fli'fcadfully severe 
•* wa« the Mosaical law respetting false ^roph^ts ; 
** but it docs not appear that they ever eiicuted 
** this part of the law at any time. On this- ac- 
' •* count it is a doubt with me whether it was not 
*' owing to this very thing, that as a nati(>h they 
** were totally ruined, as by their neglect failse prO- 
** phets increased among them to the degree, that 
^' the whole natiori sunk into the very dregs of the 
^' most abominable idolatry, till the Lord would be 
** no more intreated ; and the prophet foretells the 
" happy time wheneven the father or motherof such 
*' monsters who shall venture to prophecy falsely, 
'* in the name of the Lord, shall thrust him thrO' 
*' with a dart, (Zech. I3 ch. 3 vr.) and it shall 
** come to pass, &c, 

** Here wc see what the prophet foretold would 
•* come to pass in the purest ages of the Church ; 
" but it is become so common, so familiar to Us, to 
*' hear men prophecy falsely, and to deliver doc- 
^* trines directly contrary to the holy word of God, 
^* yea, doctrines of the most pernicious and destruc- 
•* tive tendency, that we think but very little of it, 
^' and pass over it as if it was a matter of little or no 
** consequence at all. Shall we then attend upon 
"?* the ministry of such deceivers as these ? Would 
^ not that be to strengthen the hands of the wicked; 
*' and would not that tend to make them believe 
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^' that we \wA upon them as the ministers of 
<* Christy and should we not thus far be partakers 
'^ of their sin ? Let us rather follow the advice of 
^' the apostlei ani let us neither receive them into our 
'* houses nor bid them God speed. Let us shew them 
'* no manner of countenance, lest we are sharers in 
'* their evil deeds. Had this method been always 
*f taken, had the people withdrawn from thesft 
^' wolves, then Ve should not have such swarms 
*• of them as we now have; but it has evidently 
'^ been the ruin of the Church of God the counte- 
*' nance which has been given to these unhappy men, 
'* who have always been a plague and a curse whec^. 
ever they have met with encouragement. That 
religious ihen, notwithstanding ail this, should 
think it th^ir duty to countenance such men, is 
truly wonderful. If we know that a thief is lay- 
ing in wait to rob our neighbour ot his property, 
and much more if we see the murderer ready**' to 
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* If Aich excessive folly has been publifned by one of their moft. 
refpe£biblc preachers, what m.iy not be expefted to prccted from 
the fpoutlng lads of the connexion. Michael Angelo Tuylor '^as 
certainly right ; but why did. he not proceed in his motiou ?— 
The following facts may be depended upon :— Inone of tht meet- 
ings a perfon prayed diatthe Divine Being woi.ldnuikv: a 71ank.- 
RUPT of the DEVIL and do him up dish and spoon. In ano- 
ther, a village preaching, the orator took f t his Aibjed the fa- 
' vorite text, " He that believeth, and is bapiized, siiail be lavcxl; 
but he that believeth not fhall be damned." Here, lays ..he r,iuror, 
you will obfgrve, it is he that believeth, my brethren, nc: h;; tliat 
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*' take away his life, we justly think it our bounden 
'^ duty to apprise him of his danger; but we can 
'^ see nothing amiss in suffering the false prophet 
*' to murder his soul and rob him of his eternal sal- 
*' ration. We pray that the Lord would not suf- 
*' fer us to be led into temptation, and that he 
*' would preserve us from all false doctrine ; and 
•^ yet we put ourselves into the way of temptation, 
** fond we very willingly go where we know that 
•* we shall hear false doctrine ; and yet we vainly 
•* think we are doing our duty. If ever there 
*' was an age in which, these awful words Were 
fulfilled, they are in our day. The prophets 
prophecy falsely, and the priests bear rule by 
** their means, and my people love to have it so, 
*' and what will ye do in the end thereof ? 

*' But it will be said, all our teachers are not of 
" this stamp. I answer, no, God forbid they 
** should : but how very little better are many of 






BELIEVES 5 it is, I fay, he that bclieveth, not he that believes. 
It feems to havefomething of a plural number about it. Only 
few evenings are paft fmce I flopped, for a moment, at the door of 
the tabernacle ; the orator was in his full career. The human 
heart, faid he, is depravity itfelf 5 nay, faid he, it is not only de- 
pravity, but it is DEPRAVED. This laft was fpoken with a moft 
iapicnt look 5 and then the orator recovered his ftretched-out- 
hand to fcratch his head. The orator is reported to be one qf 
the beft educated gentlemen in the whole connexion of MethQ- 
difin. Can judicious men approve of thefc things ? 
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■** those who bear, the name of Gospel Ministers ? 

• ■ * • 

" How few of those have been truly converted to 
•* God, or have experienced a clear sense of his 
** love ? And wherein is an unconverted Minister 
** to be accounted of? Can the dead raise the 
•' dea.4? How few of them have got mimsterial 
'* gifts either, of prayer or preaching ? Does the 
** Lord send them a warfare at their own cost ? 
" Hath he who ascended up on high, and received 
" gifts for men, forgot; or docs he neglect to im« 
*^ part them to his servants ? Are not the general 
♦^ part of them as much athirst for church* prefer- 
*' ment as others ? And would they not be as glad 
'* to enjqy a second or third living if they could 
** find a way to compass so desireable an end ? 
" And can they not give a very weighty reason for 



* The Writer has not been much in the habit of attending; 
either Methodift meetings or village preachings : When he wa» 
accidentally, howeveri at one of the former, he perfe6lly i ccolle6lt 
the preacher''8. infonning bis audience, that he came to them with 
no pompous degree from either of the Univeriities \ but he came 
iwith a commiilion from the Lord of Hoiis : the inference was 
•bvtous, but the^hint was certainly a very unfair one. One of the 
village preachers he had the honour to hear, who is faid to h% 
one of the abiefl of thofe of the Calviniftic perfuafion in the king, 
dom, drew a parallel betwixt the Jewkli falfe prophets and the 
Eftabli/hed Clergy, not more favourable to the latter than that 
we have already introduced from Mr. Pawson. Prom thefe fp^ 
cimens he concludes, that the regular Ecclefiaftics are not leTs 
libeled from the ftool and in the tabernacle, than from the prefs s 
he is, however, perfuaded, that Chriftianity teaches us always tt. 
PRAY for our fellow-crtatures^ but never to rail at them* 

c 
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'* this ?. namely, that they may place a Curate there 
*' who will preach the Gospel, yes, and let then) al- 
^* low him the whole income also . But do they preach 
th^ Gospel themselves ? They preach some part 
of the Gospel it cannot be denied ; but, pjoperly 
*' speaking, they do not preach the whole Go3pel, 
y that is, they do not lead the people to the Lord 
^' Jesus Christ, so as to experience the salvation 
*' which he hath purchased ; but they make the 
'* knowledge of our disease the cure also." 

Thus this imprudent old man goes on to abuse 
the regular Clergy. This is the return he makes 
for being indulged by the Legislature for a number 
of years in the eccentricities of Methodism, an^ 
for the mild treatment he has met with in return for 
the depredations he has made upon the flocks legal- 
ly committed to their care, from men probably of 
candour, liberality, and learning. He indeed ha3 
been living out of the poor man's pittance, with a 
whole fraternity of the same description, with no 
better title that I know of, either to the ministerial 
office, or his support in it, than Mahomet pleaded 
'to his empire and priesthood, namely a strong per- 
suasion that he was called of God : But who is not 
aware that this is not only the plea of every enthu* 
siast, but of every hypocrite ? If this plea is to be 
admitted without the proofs^ we shall not only soon 
see; an end of Government but of Christianity itself> 
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^^ if tihtre are no better proofs of Christianitjr ia 
the stlf-cansecrated Methodists than what is afforded 
«& in the above extract, there must be some reason 
to feAr the consequences to their wretched followers, 
so long as it remains an evangelical maxim, that if " 
the blind lead the blind they will both fall into th^ 
ditch. By such unwarrantable means however^ 
Exerted , with indefatigable industry, they have as>^ 
. suredly contrived to bring' the regular Clergy inta 
contempt amongst the lowest classes of the people J 
and, in consequence of this, we have known ex<« 
tremely respectable men treated with neglect in thei^ 
ministerial capacities, while an ignorant upstart has 
been followed and admired by the multitude. 

• 
Another mode of prejudicing the people against 

the Clergy, has been .by giving a sanction to cilery 
slanderous report raised to their discredit, up^n very 
insufficient grounds. This has been chiefly done in 
the way of religious gossiping, which is dreadfully 
too prevalent in the present day. The Writer per- 
fectly recollects an instance in point: After having 
heard many of the regular Clergy abused as drun- 
kards and profane swearers. What is your opinion, 

said he, to a Methodist preacher, of Mr. ? 

Is he not considered as a pious man, and as one 
who takes some pains in his parish ? ^* Why sir, to 
be sure," replied the other, ** he takes some pains 
in his parish, but he is a weak man, and a man of 
• bad character." What proofs are there of this? 



** OH1' he ii khoWn to have been gtiilty of atr6cioi»i 

€«m6s !" But the proofs, sir, I say," replied the 
Writer. ** Why, sir, he has been ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

i|i «. .41. 4t Hf * ^ * * * * ♦ * » « 

Is the accuser a man of respectable character ? 
*^ • Not very/' Was you never accused of any thing 
bad? The Methodist blushed—** Why yes," to 
be sure, sir, said he, ** it was reported that I had 
a bastard child, and kept it at ■ ." Was it 

true ? ** It was not." Then do, sir, I entreat you, 
go and learn not to take away the character of a re* 
^pectable Clergyman upon no better evidence than 
that of a notorious profligate. 

* 

Another method made use of to diminish the re- 
spect due to the regular Clergy, has been by calum- 
niating tlie mode of their support, which has been 
so long sanctioned by the approbation of our ances- 
tors. A gentleman, who is at the head of the Meth- 
odists, at Hull, has written a low, scurrilous, and 
malignant pamphlet against tithes, sufficiently de- 
mocratic, I make no doubt, to have merited the 
applause of the Jacobin Reviews. *^ Is it equita- 
ble," says this strange writer, (page 40) ** that 
whenever I work for myself I should be compelled 
to work for another also ? Let it be conceived that 
by an unjust law I were laid under the necessity of 
providing the means of support for an indolent> 
useless family, in the town in which I live; and that 
I were compelled to work for thaj family as long 531 
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I Bhduld work for my own, and with a certainty that 
one-third or one-half of my gains should be taken 
from me> ought such oppression to be borne ?" 
Quere : If one of this gentlenian'-s porters or clerks^ 
who happened to be a married man, had proposed 
this question to him, with an immediate reference to 
his own case, what would have been the answer 
from this successful Banker?* Ought such oppres- 
sion to be borne ? Certainly not, sir, upon the 
Jacobin principle on which your arguments against 
tithes entirely rest, that every man is to be remune- 
rated according to the quantity of his labour; for if 
this Were the case, the master would certainly be- 
come the servant, and the servant the master ; and 
therefore, sir, as you are, I trustor would hope, a 
holy man, though surely you will not deem yourself 
more so than the great founder of tithes,, you cer- 
tainly ought, without loss of time, to enter into an 



* V7e might recommend to the perufal of this confciencious 
gentleman, a fmall pamphlet, written upon the «* Iniquity of 
Banking.** I do not remember having feen a more indecent ad- 
vertifement relative to the property of a refpeftable body of men, 
than one which ifTued lately from the Grand Jury at York. An 
anfwer to that advertifement ought to have come from the Arch, 
deacon and his Clergy, propofing to the landholders a commuta- 
tion in lieu of rents for the encouragement of agriculture, inti- 
mating, at the fame time, that this ought to be taken into ferious 
conflderation by the Legiilature. If the little fiihes which are 
ieft for Chrifl's flock are to be taken away to-fatisfy the hungry 
maws of democratic cormorants, a fortiori, the leviathans 
«pght to be cut up for the lake of the blubber. 
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Msnf edleuhtion of the profits of yoBf , coBiu^rcial 
transactions for maqy years past, afn4 let every poor 
feltow who has been cajoled by you so long out of 
the fruits of his lahour, receive 2lt length his exact 
end proper share of your gains. As far as this busi- 
ness relates to the Clergy^ and their tithes, and their 
idle and useless families^ it will probably be thought 
that the following rebuke is not unfairly applicable 
to this Writer ; ,First, cast the beam out of thy own 
€ye> and then shalt thou see more clearly to remove 
the mote from thy brother's. But I beg the reader's 
pardon for the digression, and once more resume 
my subject'. The Methodists appear to me to be 
made, with great art, a kind of pioneers to men of 
more subtile minds, who have, with equal assiduity^ 
endeavoured to raise as great a degree of odium 
against the Hierarchy in general, ajid in particular 
against the book of common prayer. Small and 
large editions of works for this purpose have been 
circulated with great assiduity ; but yet with a se- 
crecy that made it difficult to ascertain from what 
q^uarter they really came ; and reviews of a religious 
complexion were established, in which the praise of 
the Dissenters has been trumpeted forth, in a way 
peculiarly calculated to win vulgar admiration, by 
making their teachers live such lives and die^uch 
deaths as no men, the Apostles themselves not 
' excepted, ever lived and died before. One of 
these publications has also served as a point of 
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unji^n'.for att'<lic6e' wtio wish to omtrifbiite ihm$ 
mite^ to the destruction of the Church, under wlia¥- 
4ftvei: denomination they wish to arrange themsdhp<ief^ 

ft has indeen been asserted by a Writer in the 
Anti-Jacobin Review, ** that his perfect knowledge 
of the £vangeh*cal Magazine from its first risc^ ena- 
bles him, and requires him to affirm, that it is in nor 
respect inimical to the civil or religious establish- 
lifieirts of the realm:*' In answer to which a»tohis^^• 
ihg falsehood, I beg leave to assure the reader, thaft 
the publication in question contains more thaa^ one 
veiy artful attack upon the Hierarchy ; arid thart If 
the Magazine hitd hot been' inimical to the Coristf- 
tution, at least in Church, it never would ha^ 
craftily pretended to court an answer to one of.tjie^ 
attacks, and when "one was actually «exit leased iHfr 
inserjt it, 

4 

Indqced by this circumstance to eti^^fKUfie 41 lit^ 
more minutely into this Magazine, we sJka^l £|^^ 
that this attack is by no means singular, jEbr a Wfkte^ 
perhaps the least contemptiible i^ the ^qu^^ in p^^ 
of literary acquirements^ introduces his hete,redx>^ 
sentiments to our notice with more sarcastic poni|^ 
than is requisite even for a Roman Pontiff it^ tlie 



* The reader is requeftcd to turn to page 2.70, aiidj)age 365^ 
of the Evangelical Magazine for M3^', i79''» 
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plenitude of his power. '' By a Bi8hop/^§ says lie* 
'^ I must be allowed to understand, not a Lord H 
lawn, but a Christian Pastor:" and the respect which* 
is further thought due by these infaltible instructors, 
to one of the best of men in lawn, sleeves, may be 
collected from the vision introduced, (page 57, for 
1795) where a truly amiable Prelate and his ^Clergy 
are evidently held up in the most sarcastic manner t« 
popular odium and contempt. ** Where lies the 
fault, my Lord, (Death is introduced as the spea- 
ker) for a fault there is somewhere. You hav^ many 
assistants in this great city, who are well-paid for 
carrying on the work of preparation, but by what J 
see and hear, when I visit your flock, very few are 
informed of my power, and are prepared to submit 
to my stroke. The bells toll, and the Churches are 
open every Sabbath-day, but your assistants in ge- 
neral are very sparing of their labours, and care not 
to disturb their hearers on my certain dominion 
over aH men, nor do they shew them by what means 
they may make me their friend, and have a happy 
passage through my dark valley. I would have 
you look to these things my Lord, you know I am 
not ceremonious, you and I shall meet again 'ere 
long. I wish to meet you as a friend, and by my 
sidvice to subserve your best interests^*" 



^ Vide Ey angelical Mag. for 1795, PH^ 4^^' 
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ffifadiy aitHef to the Ckrgy or the EstabUshqi^fil* 

" There are some of God's chosen people,*** says 
another of these well-affected writers, ** in mystical 
Babylon, even at the time when her destruction is 
very near : hence, when her fall is foretold, we hear 
also this gracious call ; Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of he/ sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues. Rev. ch. i8. vr. 14. We are 
ProtestantSy may some say, and have separated from 
her communion, we have therefore come out of her 
long ago, and we see not what concern we have 
with these words, as they cannot be spoken to us. 
There is certainly a distinction to be made between 
the power and spirit of Antichrist. Men may re- 
volt from the former^ while they are intirely under 
the influence of the latter. Are there not many who 
profess to be Protestants, become Papists in several 
of their leading principles ? Are there not many 
who are now aiding and supporting the cause and 
interests of Rome, when they see her destruction fast 
hastening? We should beware, therefore, of being 
led away with error, lest we be found running to give 
her assistance, when we are called to come out of 
her." 



* Evangelical Magazine, for 1756, page 1051 

D 
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This, appears as friendly to our Rulers in State, 
as the Magazine was found in another instance to 
the wearers of lawn; but when it is recollected, 
that gentlemen of this description, charged our good 
Queen Elizabeth with being a *' Papist at her heart," 
we shall not be surprised to find the same accusation 
brought against the best of Kings and his Ministers. 

The following attack upon the unity of the Con- 
stitution, commonly called the Alliance betwixt 
Church and State, is in no degree less artful than 
the preceeding : In it the Dissenters principles are 
completely developed ; the Emperor Constantine is 
made the vehicle of attack, but the British Consti- 
tution is most evidently the object to be wounded. 
*' In his own person,"* says the Dissenter, *^ he 
united the Civil and Ecclesiastkal Supremacy ;§ de- 
prived the subjects of the Prince of Peace of their wn- 
questimable birth-right^ as the Lord's free men, and 
made the kingdom of Christ completely a kingdom of 
this world. ** *♦♦** :^ :^ ^ ^ 

In the progress of his design, he organised the 
Church according to the principles of Civil Govern- 
menty constituted an endless host of officers, under 
the titles of Patriarchs, Metropoletans, Archbishops, 
Exarchs, and Country Bishops, completely deprived 



* Evangelical Magazine > for 1796, page 13. 
^ Very much a» bis Maj€«ty does «t this day. 
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ihe people of that power confided to ^em by Chriti, 
their great Lawgiver ; and seated himself in ihe chair 
of infalUbiliiy" 

Such extracts as these, completely develope to us 
their meaning, when they tell us further—** It is 
with pleasure we look forwards to that happy day, 
when all the kingdoms of the world shall become 
the kingdoms of our God and his Christ." And 
when they express the hope of ** being made in 
some measure instrumental to it." 

The present occasion is not the first upon which 
religion has been prostituted into a mask, for the 
worst of purposes. We find in the pages of our 
history, that both the Church and State were, in 
Charles's time, overturned by a scheme apparently 
much less dangerous than the present. It was« 
however, fostered into maturity by the Dissenters, 
and ended in a most dreadful catastrophe, which 
points with a steady hand to what the present farce 
ultimately tends. I could . multiply instances from 
the Magazine, tending to develope the scheme of its 
conductors, but it will probably be more convin- 
cing to introduce a few from their other writings, to 
confirm the point in question. 

** The Man of sin,"* says one of these gentle* 



* Cockin's Sermon before tlie Miflionary Society, in London, 
May 9, 1798, page 6x, 



rfiKtm^ y^h «liii^n f ii>wi hiBi^ttress^^ Odd ib i^bviiBK^ 
S^',^i^g.^htii^^^('sik^ MtiAigaldi Wii^n the bloifr 
*' is aimed at the head, and the arrbv<r eftleit the 
** hearty the extremities are certain to die. This 
**^ stalkthjg horse will stumble, fall and be broken. 

i*^ i|f * ' ♦ ♦ * * * * :|c ' i|c « s|b J^ 3|c IK* 

•*^- Religioh will not then be held criminal, nor will 
*^ any man be thought am^na&ie 'to his "fellow crea- 
**' tures ibr matters of faith, or tn(?flfw of worship. 
*^ flftes, Hifi'pfisonmentand death, farthings purely 
^* spiritual, and in wni'ch ho man, nor any power 
;*^ upon earthy h2L$.any right to i«/^r/i?r^. will be 
**.:heW in universal abhorrence. * * * * * 

tt Up ifi liti ilf r¥ n^ 4!. '4t it a|ea|c4(Slc^9l: 

■ : ''J . . i' ■'. ' ' ' t. ■•■ 

*^ This subject, and the different views and con-* 
** duct of men about it, may serve tp.give us a dis- 
** tingui&bing criterion of character. There is no.-? 
*^ thing on which men more decidedly divide than 
**. what relates to the kingdom and interest of Jesus 
*^ Christ. One party is endeavouring to promote i^ 
** with all their power. These rejoice in its pros- 
** perity, and wish -above all things to see it obtain 
** more fully and extensively in the world ; but the 
'* enemies of this cause, pursue a different course. 
** They consider all the pains that are taken as the 
'* effect of ehthusiastn, and upon all occasions, re- 
** present its friends as a set of ignorant and deluded 

men. They su'ppose themselves wise and great 
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** in proportion to their abilities to encounter the 
** evidences of Christianity, and to hinder its fur- 
^* tiler progress. There a*e others, who stand 
** xietiter. Their business is to look on, and to act 
** as opportunity offers for their honour or emolu- 
'* ment. These are of a Laodicean description, and 
** mindtheirown concerns mtlch morethan the glory 
** of Christ. They find it more convenient to move 
'* in the o4d sphere, and common l>eaten track. It 
** would be too great a piece of condescension to 
." come down from their eminence, and lose the 
" honour of being called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. 
*^ Therfe is no difficulty in certain cases to distin- 
" guisli characters. When'men are under' the ne- 
*^ ccssity of ^shewing on what side they are, the 
^* conduct shews the man. Suppose a river should 
*^ overflow its banks, and the waters of that river 
" had a new channel to find, it would, no doubt, 
*' attract the notice of the whole neighbourhood. 
'^ In this case men would act according to their 
" several inclinations and interests; Some who con- 

t \ ' ' ' 

J • - 

** sidered this event as the greatest blessing y would 
'* rejoice in the direction of the current, and the rapi- 
*' '«Hfy.*f its rise, eujecting that these waters would 
" ferfilisc-thcjcount^. These would, of course, do 
** every' thing in their power to remove obstruc- 
*^'tians, and to facilitate the progress of the stream, 
'^ folio-wing it with increasing pleasure as far as the 
!' eye couW Teach ; but there might be others actu* 
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ated by djSerent feelings, and employed in ano>- 
•*^ ther way- They might fear that these streams 
•• tnright do them a material injury, by coming witM 
•* such violence as to break down their fences, co- 
** ^er their gardens, and in a great measure spoil 
•* their lands. These fears would, no doubt, 
^ prompt to action, and means would be used 
•* eitheF to keep down the river, or by : proper 
•• banks and wears to guard it from themselves/' 

jFromthis extract, it is easy to conclude, whether 
' these gentlemen approve of revolutions or no-^-and 
as to the long parade of religion, with which their 
sentiments are carefully blended, it only remindsi 
«nc of that sect amongst the Jews, who made large 
their phylacteries, and for a pretence, made long 
prayers — Indeed their absurd ideas, that Christ's 
kingdom should eventually turn out a temporal 
©he, in yhich they are to bear sw^y, and their im- 
pious notion that they are^ exclusively, the elect of 
God, marks their origin so strongly, as to intimate 
thaf human passions are too frequently the formers 
©rour creeds. 

The gentleman in question, not content, - haw- 
ever,, with giving us his sentiments so explicitly in 
wri-ting, forgetful of the mild spirit of toleration, 
under which His restless sect had enjoyed a long se^ 
lies of indulgencies, and probably thinking himself 
^secure within the walls of a brother's. tabernacle, 
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had, I believe, very unintentionally the fionotif to 
entertain a neighbouring Magistrate with a most 
impudent lampoon upon lawn sleeves and the very 
reverend wearers .of them. His Worship, honest 
man, not quite so much seasoned in the princi- 
ples of Tom Paine, as some Others have been, 
thought himself bound, both in point of honour 
and duty, to call the Dissenter to an account for hit 
indecent attempt to prejudice British subjects againA 
our Hierarchy. The Dissenter seems at first tm 
have been impertinent; but when he found Jiis 
Worship inexorable, by, and with, ' no doubt, the 
advice of the elders, he made a submission as sneak- 
ing and fulsome, as his impudence was in the first 
instance excessive. But surely it is needless to mul- 
tiply proofs of the disaffection of these meddling 
mortals. 

Another dissenting Minister, a writer in this Ma- 
gazine, had the opportunity of hearing a truly loy^ 
sermon, a circumstance, which probably, doth not 
frequently occur to him, from a Clergyman not less 
respectable for his a:;e and truly christian conducl^ 
than for standing the sixth of his year on the Cam- 
bridge list of honours ; yet, the Dissenter in ques- 
tion, had the modesty, in a paroxism of indignation^ 
not only to reflect severely upon the preacher's un* 
derstanding, but even upon his integrity ; When as- 
:iuredly the loyalty of the sermon, and the honest 
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* 

warmth with which it was delivered^ coastituted 
the principal provocation. 

If this gentleman was at all capable of taking the 
dimensions of his own understanding, he, probably, 
would be too much ashamed of the pigmy, ever to 
be cjuilty of reflecting, in the smallest degree, upon 
others. 

The third gentleman who attracts our notice as a 
supporter of the Evangelical Magazine, has pub- 
lished an account of an ejected Minister, evidently 
intended to prejudice the ijninds of the inhabitants 
of the West Riding of Yoiksliire, in a most artful 
manner, against the Hierarchy. He has repre- 
sented the Schismatics who were most nefariously 
intruded under the usurpation, into the livings of 
the deserving Clergy ; and most righteously rejected 
under Charles the second, (without saying one syl- 
lable of the real state of the case, which is ably ex- 
plained in Walker's History of the suffering Clergy) 
as persecuted saints. Is there any candour or fair- 
ness in such down right Presbyterian misrepresent- 
ation ? I confess it appears to me, from even their 
own accounts, that every restriction laid upon the 
Dissenters, has been forced from a Government, 
mild and forbearing ; and that if it were possible, 
for men of their principles, to keep themselves peace- 
able for any lengt^h of time, the trifling restrictions 
by which they are curbed^ would most assuredly be 



•7 

aK dT tlhefii as soon as it could be cTone with safety^ 
femoTed t But alas ! tfaey not only want to make . 
the kingdom of Christ, a kingdom of this world, in 
direct opposition to his everlasting decree ; but they 
wish to be the chief Rulers in it. These three sup* 
porters of the Evangelical Magazine, are the only 
ones with whose characters I have the smallest ac« 
quaintance.* It is, however, natural to conclude, 
that their associates in this work, are minds of the 
same calibre ; and that the work itself is designed, 
eventually, to undermine the British Constitution ; 
as such it ought immediately to be relinquished 
by all loyal men, and by every true mepaber of the 
Bstablished Church. 
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* Two hearers of a gentleman of th« fame fraternity, and of 
the fame neighbourhood, were in high converiation ■ n ** Thji 
Hian/* fays one of them, fpeaklng of a loyal Minifter, ** teaches 
his people when they go to market, whatever is the price of pro* 
▼ilions, to lay down their money, take what th^y want» and go 
away with peace and quietnefs : yet this man is called a Go(p9l 
Minifter.'* " Aye,'* faid the o«her, " Iwit bur Mr. ■ m \ 
teaches us no fuch thing." 

N. B. This Mr. was requefted to preach a Club 

Sermon—the gentleman preached with great fiuency<«v^* AmI 
now," faid he, in the conclufion, « what do y^u think» VSf 
B n , of the ftate of things ? I think there ought to be » 

l^BVOLtJTION.** 

The Writer had the anecdote from a peribn of tsndoutited vfir 
Qcii^t «t. wk)f(r houfe the ftcnum was pnacM* 



One of the publications circulated with great 
crecy^ by a Calvinistic Dissenting Minister, amongst 
the lower orders of the people, contains the follow- 
ing friendly declarations towards Government : The 
first general principle upon which we found our dis- 
sent is this : ** That no civil Magistrate can have 
any right, authority or power,, over the ironsciences 
and religion of men." The Christian religion is an 
addtess to the reason and understandings of man- 
kind : Establishments are an address to their pre- 
judices and passions. In one, the love and pursuit 
of truth is strongly inculcated ; in the other, it is 
weakened, if not destroyed, by the temptations of 
Interest and worldly preferment. The language of 
the Christian religion is, prove all things, hold fast 
that which ts good ; but that of the civil Magistrate 
is, I have proved and examined for you, and unless 
you hold fast what I have determined to be right, 
you shall be deprived of many temporal advantages 
here, and, without doubt, perish everlastingly 
hereafter." 

Another of the sections is concluded with th^e 
friendly compliments to the Church : '''I think 
you must acknowledge, that there is considerable 
weight in the objections which I have urged against 
the doctrines of the Church of England, though they 
are by no means all that might be mentioned ; and 

here I appeal to your serious thoughts, if we see tho 



most holy religion of our Saviour (who wiU'aYso sools 
be our judge) thus corrupted, deformed, exposed ta 
the contempt of scoffing unbelievers, made a dan« 
gerous stumbling block and an occasion of offence 
to inquisitive minds ; whether, in this case, our 
duty to Almighty God, our allegiance to Jesu» 
Christ, our concern for the honour and success of 
his Gospel, our love to our fellow men, our regard 
to the account which we are soon to give of our 
fidelity to this trust, do not all loudly call upon us 
to declare openly our protest against these corrupt, 
Mons. of Christianity, and to profess ourselves Dis* 
senters from that Church ?'* 

Such are the specimens which we meet with on 
all hands of dissenting loyalty. In short, reasoning 
from the extracts and circumstances already adduced, 
we can have little doubt what description of men are 
principally concerned in that deep-laid scheme, 
which the Evangelical Magazine seems conducted 
purposely to encourage. The direct attack is upon 
the Church ; there i^ always an ostensible object^ 
tiut the Constitution itse^is ultimately aimed at. In 
this scheme, I conclude, every ambitious boy, whose 
innate pride has taught him to consider himself 
elected of God, chosen, and precious, if his abili- 
ties are in any respect calculated for the work, is 
invited to partake. If he can read, he is to become 
the leader in a reading society. If he cannot read. 



lie .imi^ possibly ^each-; if he cannot preachy be can 
perhaps pray ;'*' aad political sentiments introduced 
snugly in prayer, have a wonderful effect upon the 
auditory. - 

Th&fe tofett hy no rtteziis Tdrm a rope ofsand, bat 
ane ifeifttected in bodies. Thus we find a cotigrdga^ 
^dfiii-^tfd^ for jpreadirtg the Gospel in England: 
T'his^ if "we *nay jtodge from the tiarfte, htfs some 
Idmd ^ sway thr^^ho'dt the whole system. 

After this we meet with a London Itinerant 
Society. This may not only serve to connect the 
Societies, but to disseminate their principles where 
there are none. We next descend to County 
Unions : thus we find an Association in Warwick- 
iftiire "for spreading opinions; an Association for 
fi^ilar ptlii^bses in Gloucestershire ; an Indepen* 
dent Association in Kent ; a County Association 



* The Wrherwas one day In a neighbouring cottage, when three 
Celebrated Itinerants came in— The firft begifti— O ----- thon 
knoweil whatever Ibme (the Writer) may think, we ai-e no novi- 

■ 

Ces— We have krown thee this fifteeh years. He foon worked 
himfelf tip tiito a paffion, and made ufe of Grange familiar expref. 
iions. When exhaufted he fpiMng from his knees, and bawled 
cut. a hymn, of which the Writer recolle£ls thefe lines : 
Tho' fi\e Devil affaults us with lightning and thunder^ 
'We are tfuc to our J^— , and we'll never knock under. 
Now, Tom, do thou pray-— and another immmediately begun. 

What muft be the 'refult, when fuch men as thafe are fcnt out 
to convert the world 5 and fucb prayers as thefe are preferred be- 
fore that ex^ifitely beautiful cotomcritXOlithc fio^ Scriptures^ 
coMiM ia «iK Uuigjr ( . 
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kekl in Somerset, tfnd a ftmd foryiUage pteachhig; 
a County Associatioh in Hampshire ; in Bedford* 
shire a^ Union for village preaching. We find 
Associations for similax purposes mentioned as ex* 
istant in Suffolk and Northumberland, 'in Lincoln*- 
shire and Nottinghamshire. At Worcester is 4' 
Socielj^ to encourage evangelical preaching in desti- 
tute towns and villages ; a Reading Society at Leeds, 
for similar purposes ; a Western Association of 
Calvinistic Ministers ; a Societas Evangelica, to 
encourage itinerant preaching. Two itinerant 
preachers are appointed in Lancashire. There is 
a 'Baptist Association in St. Albans ; an Itinerant 
Preacher in Dorsetshire ; another in the North 
Riding of Yorkshire. At Reading there is a So- 
ciety for the encouragement of village preaching, 
and at Taunton itinerant excursions for similar pur- 
poses ; and I believe they have at least one Aca* 
demy for the education of men to become Itinerants. 
Wherever a sufficient number of people is collected 
by these exertions, to form a congregation, a chapel 
is built, inconsequence of which we find, in a few 
years, no less than sixty-two chapels opened, for, 
I fear, no better purpose than that of stirring up 
strife and sedition. 

The Writer has had an opportunity of inquiring 
diligently the result of these exertions, in one dis- 
trict, amongst a once harmless, loyal and moral 
^people j aiid is isdiry to announce that the result 
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exactly corresponded with his fears. Thfe people 
bave been taught to despise Churches iand the re* 
gular Clergy ; to believe that all existtnt Govern* 
ments will shortly be done away ; and that then the 
power will be altogether in the elect ; nay, some of 
them go so far as openly to declare, that they wish 
the Churches pulled down ; neither should he for* 
get to mention, for the edification of some credulous 
religious people, that one of these itinerants so far 
threw of the mask, as to argue pointedly and di» 
fectTy against a trinity of persons in the Godhead. 
To suppose that men of this description are encou- 
ragers of genuine Christianity, is absurd. 

To the most religious o( the Clergy^ the Writer 
appeals, and seriously proposes to them this ques* 
tion. Who have been the greatest opposers of their 
labours ? Surely it will be granted, that those very- 
men have, who have been the greatest opposers 
likewise, in an underneath way, of Government. 
Who were the great supporters of the Democratic 
Candidates at the last election ? The Dissenters. 
Who formed parties to introduce democratic publi* 
cations into our book clubs ? The Dissenters most 
certainly — by artfully blending democracy with thei,. 
religious tenets, they are rendered more palatable 
to human depravity ; by this they rapidly increase 
the number of their converts; they seduce the 
minds of men to their principleSj, ^ven during their 
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devotions^ when they are unsuspicious and off theK 
guard, and by the mixture of religion they make 
them Bigots to their cause. They make them re* 
bels ; and to confirm them in rebellion, dicy make 
them enthusiasts » 

The Writer, of this publication is a firm advocate 
for the Christian religion ; by it he wishes that his 
conduct and conversation may be directed ; and in 
it he hopes to find the greatest consolation at the 
hour of death. A declining state of ^health is per- 
petually reminding him of that hour, and of course, 
his evidence upon this occasion, cannot be supposed 
to be influenced by any temporal considerations. 
It is the result of much consideration and great in- 
quiry, and of the most confirmed conviction ; and 
as such he wishes it to be acted upon by all who 
are really seeking the welfare of their fellow-crea- 
tures. He wishes the sincere Christians of all de- 
nominations every indulgence which conscience 
requires; but he would infinitely rather that the 
strong hand of power should crush rebellion in iii 
hudy than that his native country should, like the 
sister kingdom, be plunged into the horrors of civil 
commotions. He is aware that there are amone^st 

■O 
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the Dissenters, many good men, who regret, as 
much as he does, the conduct of their Brethreiu 
From such he has ever met with great liberality; 
and to such he has always given the right hand of 
felbwship with pleasure. He hopes he evejr.sjia9L 
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fi»r he is comribced diat some oftlMssi. m'Jk &ttn 
thank him for thi«. publication, since be has only 
done in it what they ought long ago to ha^e done 
themselves. He militates not with any description 
of Christians as such, but he is in most perfect war. 
fare with all descriptions of rebels^ whether ope« 
or covert ; and above all things, he detests that 
hypocrisy which would promote rebellion under the 
sacred mask of religion. 

The Writer has recently heard, that the religi- 
ous gentleman alluded to in this pamphlet, as a 
writer against tithes, has the great moderation in 
his pursuit after this world's good things, only to 
unite in his own singly person, the lucrative trades 
of iperchant, banker and steward. Much has lately 
been said against monopolists, and w ith propriety, 
lor monopoly is most assuredly carried to a very re- 
prehensible height. Let this gentleman then, who 
has stepped out of his way to give his opinion so 
freely relative to the revenues of the Clergy, a de- 
scription of men whom, as a professor of religion, he 
should surely have treated with more respect, ask his 
own conscience whether there is no gross impo- 
sition upon the public in such an union as we have 
stated? while we hesitate not to ask our Legislators, 
whether it ought to be suffered for one moment to 
exist in a well regulated State ? 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

A oumber of circumstances have recently trans-' 
pired, in which the Dissenters have taken so de^ 
cided and active a part^ as to confirm, beyond a 
possibility of doubt, the preceding statement.—^ 
Meetings have been called, and factrous resolutions 
have been sent, in a most Jacobinical style, into 
distant parts of the country, as well as to the me- 
tropolis. Inflammatory speeches were spoken,, tea- 
ding to prejudice the people against Government ; 
and petitions, calculated to shew the distressed state 
of the nation to our enemies, have been sent to the 
King — Circular letters have since been addresseJ to 
the people, requesting them to rise and fight like 
men. The design of these letters was evidently to 
try what effect the preceding manoeuvres had pro- 
duced upon the public mind. In short, .the design 
is only concealed from people who will not see. 

It is ** the dissolution of all the tektforal pow^ 
ERs (in Europe) that be ; and the establishment of 
the spiritual powers that want to be." The sche- 
mers will admit of no compromise ; they, or the 
Constitution must fall ; This is the opinion of the 
Writer; and he is not ignorant of their devices. 
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They who wish to peep further into the absurdest 
part of this scheme, (which is, however, well cal- 
culated to impose upon the most ignorant part of the 
people) will compare some of the extracts intro- 
duced into this publication, with a book entitled, 
" The probable Progress and Issue of the ^omnio- 
tions which have agitated Europe, by J. Biceno.' 
Sold by Johnson, St. Paul's Church Yard and 

they may compare that publication again, with the 
reveries of Brothers, Turner, of Leeds, &c. &c. 

In the ceremony of taking the oath, the United 
Englishmen are reported to make use of the 21st 
chap, of Ezek. 25, 26, and 27th vertcs. It be- 
hoves EVERY true Briton to be armed in *dt' fence of 
the Constitution^ «nd djetermintd. 
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